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to eat, and the milk is good to drink. Llamas can live on almost anything, and thrive on the coarse grass that grows everywhere on the Andes, right up to the snow-line. Llamas can carry a load of 100 Ibs., and are said to be so cunning that, if over-loaded, they will lie down and refuse to move till the proper weight is reached.
The alpaca is another animal of the same kind and is almost as useful. Without these two animals there could have been no trade and no travelling over the passes of the Andes.
The western highlands of South America are interesting to write and read about, but we must not give them too much importance. For, after all, by far the greater part of the continent is not highland but lowland. And through this lowland flow long rivers like the Amazon, the Orinoco, and the Parana, with numerous tributaries, also of great length. Owing to the lowness of the land thepe are few-waterfalls or rapids, and boats can make their way very far inland. Of the forest-covered lowland through which the Amazon flows we have just learned; of the lowland through which the Parana flows we shall learn in the next chapter.